Southern Illinois University Carbondale

OpenSIUC
February 2008

Daily Egyptian 2008

2-18-2008

The Daily Egyptian, February 18, 2008
Daily Egyptian Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/de_February2008

Volume 93, Issue 103
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Daily Egyptian 2008 at OpenSIUC. It has been
accepted for inclusion in February 2008 by an authorized administrator of OpenSIUC. For more information, please
contact opensiuc@lib.siu.edu.

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

V OL . 93, N O . 103, 20 P AGES

siuDE.com

M O N D AY

www.

D E
HIS WORD, PAGE 6: Gus Bode says hear from
the editor of NIU’s student newspaper.

F EBRUARY 18, 2008

Former Salukis
were witnesses
to NIU shooting
Barton Lorimor
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Northern
Illinois
University
students
gather at a
midnight
vigil on
Normal Road
and Lucinda
Avenue
Friday after
five students
were shot
to death on
the campus
Thursday.
A LAN CESAR
N ORTHERN S TAR

SIU reacts to NIU tragedy
University officials
respond to safety
concerns after
Thursday shooting
Allison Petty
DAILY EGYPTIAN

E MILY S UNBLADE ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

President Glenn Poshard listens
to Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs Larry Dietz answer a
question concerning campus safety
during a press conference Friday.

SIUC officials said the university would provide increased
counseling and security services
to students in response to the
tragedy that struck a sister campus
at Northern Illinois University.
Chancellor Fernando Treviño
announced the formation of a
four-point plan in response to
increased safety concerns at SIUC
at a press conference Friday morning. He said the plan consisted of

‘‘Y

reviewing current safety proce- thought their plan had worked
dures, upgrading safety alert sys- fairly well, and they were trying
tems, providing as many counsel- to speak to the emotional needs
ors as possible and
of the students.”
ensuring effective
Poshard said he
parental notification
participated in a conou can’t
procedures.
ference call with the
SIU President
NIU personnel as
take those
Glenn
Poshard
well as staff from the
things in stride Illinois
said he had spoken
governor’s
with NIU officials
because it’s such office. After that call,
Thursday
night,
Poshard said he spoke
a heinous act.
just hours after five
to administrators and
— Glenn Poshard
students were killed
safety
personnel from
SIU president
both Carbondale and
and more than a
dozen others were injured when Edwardsville campuses.
Steven Kazmierczak opened fire
Todd Sigler, director of the
in a lecture hall.
SIUC Police Department, said
“You can’t take those things in additional campus security personstride because it’s such a heinous nel were already concentrated in
act,” Poshard said. “But ... the NIU
folks, they were organized. They
See REACTION, Page 9

Thursday was a normal day
for Dan Monaghan and his geology classmates at Northern Illinois
University until a few minutes
after 3 p.m.
Monaghan, a sophomore who
transferred from SIUC to NIU in
August, said he woke-up early to
study at the library for a test on
Friday. That night, he was supposed to play guitar at a club
for couples celebrating Valentine’s
Day. Thursday afternoon, he spent
time with his roommates before
going to his 2 p.m. geology class at
Cole Hall.
Shortly after 3 p.m., Monaghan
said he thought the person stepping onto the stage during lecture
was someone to fix computers. It
was not until after he saw fire
emerge from the barrel of a 12gauge shotgun that he realized the
“tech-support worker” had something else in mind.
“My first thought was, ‘These
are blanks, and this isn’t real,’” he
said.
Steven Kazmierczak, a 27year-old graduate student at the
University of Illinois ChampaignUrbana, killed five students and
wounded 17 when he opened fire
with a shotgun and three pistols.
Early reports from investigators
have said Kazmierczak suffered
from mental illness in the past, and
had not been taking his medication
at the time of the shooting.
Classes and athletic events are
canceled at NIU this week as the
campus and its students attempt to
recover from the tragedy.
Though Monaghan is closer to
family and his girlfriend at NIU,
he said he missed the beauty and
feel of southern Illinois, as well
as the way students interact with
each other.
See NIU, Page 9

Ice causes mishaps on campus
Some angry with university’s handling of slippery conditions
Joe Crawford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Roy Mazuchowski waited until Friday to
brave the icy sidewalks of campus, but it may
still have been too soon.
Mazuchowski, a senior from Chicago studying management information systems, said he
was surprised to find that many of the sidewalks
were still not clear.
He said the icy conditions caused him to
loose control of his wheelchair Friday, two days
after the closing of the university due to several
inches of ice and snow.
Many faculty, students and staff who have
questioned the call to open campus Wednesday
when many of the sidewalks and parking lots
were still covered in inches of ice.
University spokesman Rod Sievers
said last week that Physical Plant crews

Student LIfe

Diversity on display in culture
show.
PAGE 3

used more than 300 tons of salt to clear the
sidewalks and parking lots while the university
was closed Tuesday. Sievers said the university is
concerned with safety, and that campus administrators made what they felt was the best decision with the information they had at the time.
A Student Health Center worker from the
administrative offices said she could not realease
numbers of specific ice-related injuries.
Pamela Smoot, a Black American Studies
professor, said she injured her shoulder when
she fell near the parking garage Wednesday and
had the injury treated by a doctor, but wasn’t
sure whether it would keep her from working
today.
She said she typically puts 150 percent
into her teaching, but she hasn’t even had the
strength to write on the chalkboard for the
See ICE, Page 9
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University Museum occupies
children with art, education
on Saturdays.
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J AKE L OCKARD ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Groundskeepers Mike Gould, left, Joyce Lee and Tim Smith clear ice and snow
from the sidewalk in front of the Northwest Annex late Wednesday night. Many
students, faculty and staff questioned the call to open campus Wednesday
when many sidewalks and parking lots were still covered in ice.

Pulse

‘Jumper’ sinks to a
new low.
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Sports

Salukis inch closer to top of MVC
with overtime victory.
PAGE 20
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NEWS BRIEFS

CALENDAR

Christian Apologetics
Club

• Noon Wednesday at the Student Center,
Corinth Room
• Discussion of Francis Schaeffer’s book
“Escape from Reason”
• Free admission

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

CORRECTIONS
In Friday’s edition of the DAILY EGYPTIAN,
the story “Classical gets a kick” should have
said Tourie and Damien Escobar are the
members of Nuttin’ But Stringz. The DAILY
EGYPTIAN regrets this error.
If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at
536-3311, ext. 253.

POLICE REPORTS
There are no items to report at this time.

College student in
Belleville arrested for
alleged threats

B E L L E VILLE (AP) — A Southwestern
Illinois College student faces charges
after police said he threatened to shoot
students at the Belleville campus.
Twenty-one-year-old Steven Ellis
was charged Saturday with falsely making a terrorist threat.
Authorities say Ellis approached
another student on Friday and attempted to recruit him into a plot similar to
Thursday’s shootings at Northern Illinois
University.
Investigators say they did not know
whether Ellis was serious, but they
searched his home near Belleville, finding no weapons or plans.
Ellis is in the St. Clair County Jail in
lieu of $100,000 bail. If convicted, he
could face up to 15 years in prison.

Police release new
suspect sketch in Lane
Bryant slayings

T I N L E Y PARK (AP) — Police have
released an updated sketch of a gunman who shot five women to death in a
suburban Chicago clothing store.
As was the case with a previous sketch,
the newest composite is based on a
description from a sixth victim and lone
survivor of the Feb. 2 attack at the Lane
Bryant store in Tinley Park.
The new sketch offers a front view of
the suspect without a hat and with his
braids showing.
He has been described as a 25- to
35-year-old black man between 5 feet 9
inches and 6 feet tall and between 200
to 230 pounds with thick braided hair
and a receding hairline.
Police say the new sketch is meant

to complement, not replace, those
released previously.

UIC senior arrested for
alleged e-mail threats

CHICAGO (AP) — Police say they
have arrested a 24-year-old University of
Illinois-Chicago senior after she allegedly sent out e-mails threatening violence
on the UIC campus.
University spokesman Mark Rosati
says an anonymous e-mail was sent
to numerous people Friday afternoon
threatening violence at some time in
the spring.
Rosati says one of the e-mails was
sent to a “fairly senior official” on campus who reported the information to
police.
Rosati says the senior, who lives in
Wheaton, was arrested Saturday morning and charged with disorderly conduct.

Four teenagers killed
in Logan County crash

L I N CO L N (AP) — The Lincoln
Community High School District is
grieving after a fiery single-vehicle crash
in Logan County killed four teenagers.
The crash late Friday night killed at
least one former and two current students, and injured another two graduates.
Logan County Sheriff’s police say
the pickup the teenagers were riding in
slammed into a tree at the bottom of a
hill east of the town of Middletown.
A prayer service was held Saturday
night in Lincoln for the victims.
Three of the dead have been identified as Lincoln Community senior Ross
Conrady, sophomore Katie Carpentier and
graduate Chris McGlasson. The body of the
fourth dead teenager — a girl — has not
been identified.
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Show mixes worldwide cultures
Maria Capati
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Reilly Knop traveled from Japan
to India without leaving the Student
Center Friday night.
Audience members clapped and
cheered as the International Student
Council and its different organizations
proudly shared their culture through
dance, music and costumes.
Eleven acts from various
international organizations took part
in the annual event, which was free
and open to the public. Participating
organizations performed traditional
dances and music to spread knowledge
about their culture.
Knop, a senior at Carbondale
Community High School, said she
has attended the show in the past,
but this year was different. Knop said
she came to cheer on her tutor, who
was performing with the Japanese
Association and Japanese Table.
“I liked the dances and the different
costumes,” Knop said.
The performance presented by the
Japanese Association and Japanese
Table was a mixture of traditional and
modern music and dances performed
during Japanese Festivals.
Hideko Teruya, a graduate
student from Japan studying applied
linguistics, said the traditional dance
they performed is called “Eh-Ja-Ni-
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Kah,” which means, “Take it easy, it
will be all right.”
The expression came from poor
peasants who were suffering during
the feudal era, Teruya said.
The Latin American Student
Association used drums and guitars
as part of their performance. Jimena
Torres, a graduate student from
Colombia studying computer science,
said the instruments are part of the
traditional rhythm in Latin America.
The Indian Student Association
performed three dances and a fashion
show. Models wore traditional Indian
garments such as the sarees and ghagra,
worn by the women, and kudta and
sherwani, which are worn by men.
Naresh Pola, president of the
Indian Student Association, said the
dances performed included a classical
dance using ancient movements of
hands signifying joy; dandra, which
is performed during festivals; and
bhangda, a farmer’s dance performed
during the cultivation of crops.
Pola said he was happy to see the
audience react to the performance,
especially when he got on stage and
proudly waved the Indian flag.
“It’s a real mark of respect when we
saw other people from other countries
cheer and applaud us,” Pola said.
Performances included from the
Middle Eastern Dance Group, Sri
Lankan Student Association, Salsa
Club, Saudi Student
Association, African
Student Association,
Arab/Palestine
Student Association,
Malaysian Japanese
Rock Band and Salsa
Ambassador.
a
Tala
Eid,
freshman from Des

D U VALE R ILEY ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Mayumi Iguchi, a senior from Japan studying speech communication, participates in the Japanese
Student Association’s performance of a traditional dance during the International Culture show
Friday at the Student Center. Many students showcased their talents from native cultures.
Plaines studying pre-medicine, said
she was amazed by the performances.
“I loved it. It’s definitely been more
than what I expected,” Eid said.
Aaron Victor, president of the
International Student Council and
director of the cultural show, said
there were times he felt stressed
because he wanted the show to run
smoothly.
Victor said he had spoken to both
international and domestic students
who enjoyed the show so much

they considered joining the council
and performing next year. Victor
said he was thankful for everyone
who supported the show and the
weeklong events.
Carla Coppi, interim director of
International Programs and Services
and adviser for the council, said
planning for the show and other
events that took place throughout the
week for the International Festival
took months of preparation and
dedication from the organizations.

Coppi said Carbondale has
always been a welcoming community
and an international campus.
“The international students
bring the world to southern Illinois,”
Coppi said. “You get to see people
from different countries every single
day of the year in Carbondale,
and that’s pretty remarkable and
something to be really proud of.”
Maria Capati can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or mariac@siu.edu.
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China concerned
about U.S. military
plans to shoot down
spy satellite
BEIJING (AP) — China said Sunday
it was concerned about U.S. military
plans to shoot down a damaged spy satellite that is hurtling toward Earth with
1,000 pounds of toxic fuel.
The U.S. military has said it hopes to
smash the satellite as soon as next week
— just before it enters Earth’s atmosphere — with a single missile fired from
a Navy cruiser in the northern Pacific
Ocean.
The official Xinhua News Agency
quoted Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao as saying the Chinese
government was monitoring the situation and has urged the United States to
avoid causing damages to security in
outer space and in other countries.
“Relevant departments of China are
closely watching the situation and working out preventive measures,” Liu said.
Xinhua did not elaborate.
Russia also has voiced worries about
the U.S. plan to shoot down the damaged satellite, saying it may be a veiled
test of America’s missile defense system.

News

Hometowns grieve NIU victims
Linsey Tanner and
Caryn Rosseau
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

C I C ERO — The sprawling
Chicago suburbs that send their sons
and daughters to Northern Illinois
University struggled Sunday with the

closeness of the country’s latest massacre — this time the gunman grew
up among them.
The tragedy hung over church
services throughout the region, from
the university’s home in DeKalb on
Chicago’s western exurban edge, to
Elk Grove Village, where the gunman

grew up in what one resident called
“Mayberry,” to blue-collar Cicero bordering Chicago.
Parishioners at Our Lady of the
Mount Catholic Church in Cicero
prepared for the funeral of Catalina
Garcia, the youngest of four children
of parents originally from Guadalajara,

C

USDA orders major
beef recall from
slaughterhouse
under investigation
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The U.S.
Department of Agriculture on Sunday
ordered the recall of 143 million pounds
of frozen beef from a California slaughterhouse, the subject of an animal-abuse
investigation, that provided meat to
school lunch programs.
Officials said it was the largest beef
recall in the United States, surpassing a
1999 ban of 35 million pounds of readyto-eat meats. No illnesses have been
linked to the newly recalled meat, and
officials said the health threat was likely
small.
The recall will affect beef products
dating to Feb. 1, 2006, that came from
Chino-based Westland/Hallmark Meat
Co., the federal agency said.
Secretary of Agriculture Ed Schafer
said his department has evidence that
Westland did not routinely contact its
veterinarian when cattle became nonambulatory after passing inspection,
violating health regulations.

N   Y  

U.N. staff member
falls from 19th
floor of Secretariat
Building; foul play
not suspected
U N I T E D N AT I O N S (AP) — A
woman who worked for the United
Nations died Sunday after falling from
the 19th floor of the U.N.’s Secretariat
Building, authorities said.
Police and U.N. security officers at
the scene, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were not
authorized to talk to the media, said the
woman in her 40s had jumped from a
window after showing up to work early
in the morning.
“A U.N. agency staff member died
after falling from the 19th floor of the
U.N. Secretariat Building,” U.N. deputy
spokeswoman Marie Okabe said. “At this
time there is no suspicion of foul play.”
Okabe said U.N. officials would not
confirm her identity even after her next
of kin were notified.
The official cause of death was to be
determined by the medical examiner.

T      

Bush to Congress:
‘Stop the squabbling,’
renew AIDS relief
program without
changes
DA R E S S A L A A M , Ta n z a n i a
(AP) — President Bush rejected proposed Democratic changes to his prized
AIDS relief program, issuing a challenge
Sunday to Congress to “stop the squabbling” and renew it as is. Tanzanian leader
Jakaya Kikwete made an impassioned
appeal for the same thing, saying thousands in his country would orphan their
children if U.S. lawmakers do not act.

S TACEY WESCOTT ~ M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE

Helene Duda, 24, a senior health education student at Northern Illinois University, photographs
a message board Saturday in DeKalb across from Cole Hall where a gunman killed five students and
himself on Valentine’s Day .

Mexico. They’re longtime parishioners
at Our Lady of the Mount, a tightknit group of low- and middle-income
families, many of them young, with
some older Czech and other immigrants.
“Their parents are making all sorts
of sacrifices to make sure the kids get
into colleges. They’re selling things,
they’re taking out second mortgages
on their homes,” the Rev. Lawrence
Collins said at the church.
Garcia, 20, followed a brother,
Jaime, to NIU, choice of many working-class Chicago-area families. She
was studying to be a teacher and had
talked about returning to Cicero to
teach first grade.
“It hits really close to home,”
Collins said.
The Garcias were the “typical
Mexican-American family,” working
low-wage jobs to help put their children through school, Jaime Garcia said
Sunday on the porch of the family’s
two-story red brick home.
“My parents came here to better
their lives,” he said. They worried more
about their children getting caught in
gang crossfire at home than away at
college “in the cornfields” of DeKalb.
“It’s like the all-American dream
cut short,” he said.
Investigators still haven’t determined what set off 27-year-old shooter Steven Kazmierczak, who killed
five students and injured more than
a dozen other people with a shotgun
and pistols during a science lecture,
then committed suicide.

Kosovo declares independence
William J. Kole and
Nebi Qena
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PRISTINA,
Kosovo
— Revelers fired guns, waved redand-black Albanian flags and set off
fireworks over Kosovo Sunday after
parliament proclaimed independence
in defiance of Serbia and Russia,
which condemned the declaration of
the world’s newest nation.
A decade after a bloody separatist
war with Serbian forces that claimed
10,000 lives, lawmakers pronounced
the territory the Republic of Kosovo
and pledged to make it a “democratic,
multiethnic state.” Its leaders looked
for swift recognition from the United
States and key European powers —
but also braced for a bitter showdown.

Serbia called the declaration illegal and its ally Russia denounced it,
saying it threatened to touch off a
new conflict in the Balkans. Russia
called for an emergency session of the
U.N. Security Council, which met
later Sunday.
In the capital, Pristina, the mood
was jubilant. Thousands of ethnic
Albanians braved subfreezing temperatures to ride on the roofs of
their cars, singing patriotic songs and
chanting: “KLA! KLA!” the acronym for the now-disbanded rebel
Kosovo Liberation Army. They waved
American flags alongside the red
Albanian banner imprinted with a
black, double-headed eagle.
Many dressed in traditional costumes and played trumpets and drums,
and an ethnic Albanian couple named

Hundreds of protesters rallied outtheir newborn daughter Pavarsie —
side the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade.
Albanian for “independence.”
“This is the happiest day in my Others broke windows at McDonald’s
life,” said Mehdi Shehu, 68. “Now restaurants and at the embassy of
we’re free and we
Slovenia — which
can celebrate withholds the European
out fear.”
Union’s rotating
his is the happiest presidency. Later
By contrast,
police in the
in the evening,
day in my life . Now police
Serbian capital
kept a group
we’re free and we can of protesters from
Belgrade fired tear
the
gas and rubber bulcelebrate without fear. approaching
lets in skirmishes
Albanian embassy.
— Mehdi Shehu
with protesters who
Kosovo
had
Kosovo resident
opposed the declaformally remained
ration. Groups of masked thugs ran a part of Serbia even though it has
through downtown Belgrade smash- been administered by the U.N. and
ing windows and ransacking tobacco NATO since 1999, when NATO airstands. At least 30 people were injured, strikes ended former Yugoslav leader
about half of them police officers, hos- Slobodan Milosevic’s crackdown on
pital officials said.
ethnic Albanian separatists.

‘‘T

Clinton advisers critique Obama
Beth Fouhy

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MI LWAU KEE — Grounded
by bad weather, Hillary Rodham
Clinton noshed on eggs at a diner
and visited a Hispanic grocery
Sunday while her advisers argued
that Barack Obama had abandoned
a commitment to accept public
funding if he wins the Democratic
presidential nomination.
Weather also forced Obama to
cancel his only planned event in
the state, a town hall in Kaukauna.
Earlier, he flew secretly to North
Carolina to visit former Sen. John
Edwards, whose endorsement both
Clinton and Obama are seeking.
Edwards quit the campaign earlier
this month.
Last week, Obama’s campaign
walked back from a proposal the
Illinois senator made last year to
accept public financing for the general election if the Republican nominee also agreed to do so. Such a commitment would level the financial

playing field with the apparent GOP
nominee, John McCain, whose campaign has had a harder time raising
money than Obama, who has broken all fundraising records.
Obama’s campaign said accepting
public financing was an option he
would consider if he wins the nomination, rather than a hard pledge.
Clinton advisers seized on the
apparent shift, suggesting it highlighted Obama’s pattern of making promises to voters and revising
them later as circumstances change.
“When a campaign is based
on promises and wonderful oratory, let’s take a look at those promises,” Clinton spokesman Howard
Wolfson told reporters on a conference call. He refused to say whether
Clinton would commit to accepting
public financing if she wins the
Democratic nomination.
“We will assess the situation
when we get to that point,” he said.
As evidence that Obama abandons promises, Wolfson noted that

‘‘

W

hen a campaign is based on promises and wonderful
oratory, let’s take a look at those promises.

Obama once had stated his support
for a “single payer” government-run
health system, only to revise his
views as he contemplated a presidential bid.
“We don’t need lectures on campaign finance from a campaign
that’s accepted more money from
lobbyists than any other Republican
or Democratic candidate who’s run
for president,” Obama spokesman
Bill Burton responded. “This is a
question we will address if and
when Obama is the nominee.”
A heavy snowstorm forced
Clinton to scrap three scheduled appearances in Wisconsin
on Sunday. Instead, she sampled
a spicy Mexican sauce at a grocery store in a heavily Hispanic
neighborhood in Milwaukee and

— Howard Wolfson
Clinton spokesman

purchased hot peppers, which she
eats in large quantities to ward off
colds.
Earlier, the former first lady
visited Miss Katie’s Diner near
Marquette University, surprising
patrons. She ate breakfast with
the states’s lieutenant governor,
Barbara Lawton, after shaking
hands and posing for photos.
“She’s very personable,” Betsy
Gonwa said after the New York
senator stopped by her table.
But Gonwa said she and her
husband already had cast absentee
ballots for Obama.
“It was a really hard decision,
but we heard him speak when
he came here a year ago. This is
the first time we’ve seen Hillary,”
Willy Gonwa said.
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Elementary students get schooled on art history
Museum teaches Girl Scouts printmaking
Jakina Hill
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Children constructed the lanterns,
but it was the adults who ended up with
paint and marker stains on their hands
while helping the children decorate their
lanterns.
February’s Completely Free Saturday
at the University Museum taught
children not only how to make their own
version of Japanese woodblock prints,
but also the importance of the blocks to
those who created them as far back as
the 1700s.
Museum staff members showed a
combination of Brownies and Junior Girl
Scouts and a couple of boys the Japanese
woodblock prints from the University
Museum’s permanent collection.
Carol Knight, assistant education
director of the museum, explained
how the images hanging from the wall
depicted items of importance to the
people who made them. She pointed
out the inked woodblock, which was the
original version of the childrens’ project
for the day.
“One of the things we’re really happy

to do is to be able to show the things
that are in the exhibit and use that
as the springboard for an activity or
program,” said Robert DeHoet, director
of education for the museum.
Images such as flowers, hearts, cats
and stars filled the four sides of the
Japanese-inspired lanterns.
Seven-year-old Alexis Watkins made
two lanterns, one for herself and one for
her mom. Watkins’ mother, Stephanie
Schaefer, attended the free Saturday as a
Brownie troop leader.
“We came here once and the kids
really seemed to enjoy it,” said Schaefer, a
senior from Rockford studying paralegal
studies. “We usually keep the things we
make here.”
DeHoet said the Saturday program
has been going on for many years and
is particularly popular. Museum staff
members also work with the general
public and organizations and cover a
pretty broad spectrum of the southern
Illinois area, DeHoet said.
“It’s basic to the museum’s mission
that we try to give from the resources
that we have to the public in any way
possible,” DeHoet said.

S TEPHEN R ICKERL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Donica Jackson, left, a senior from Matteson studying psychology, helps Leah Jones, a Girl Scout,
drawing on a piece of foamboard that they will use as a plate for printmaking. The workshop was
part of ‘Completely Free Saturdays’ at the University Museum.
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HIS WORD

NIU must come together in time of tragedy
John Puterbaugh
THE NORTHERN STAR

Editor’s Note: This letter from the editor
appeared in Northern Illinois University’s student newspaper Friday, less than a day after
the shooting that claimed five students’ lives.
We rerun it today to give and receive insight
into what life was like for one of the many
students who not only experienced the trauma
firsthand, but also did what they had to do: put
out a paper.
On Thursday afternoon NIU was
attacked by a gunman who selfishly killed
himself after reaping the kind of terror we
could only have hoped we would never
know.

But now we do know that terror, and
the pain and questions wrought from it are
as perplexing as trying to figure out how or
why someone could ever do such a thing in
the first place.
The range of emotions the NIU community experienced and will continue to cycle
through in coming days and weeks is difficult to control, but a few come
to mind before anything else.
Anger, pain, fear, frustration and disbelief were all in
abundance among the NIU
family on Thursday as news
of the tragedy spread. As the
police took control of the situation, students, faculty members,
parents and spouses were left to
begin the overwhelming process of coping
with this attack on our community, on our
family.
It isn’t fair that someone should die for
going to class. That makes it all the more
difficult to understand and deal with. It isn’t
fair that loved ones and friends are forced to

deal with the reality that the lives of those
close to them have been taken away long
before their time. And it isn’t fair that no
one had or took advantage of a chance to
stop this from happening in the first place.
But we can’t do anything about these
things, and as we continue to cycle through
our many emotions, there is something we
can all keep in our minds as we
cope with the tragedy.
As a family, NIU can and
needs to come together in a
way most of us here today have
probably never experienced.
At least five members of our
family were forever taken from
us, and there is no one who
belongs to NIU who is not
affected by this.
This is why we need to come together.
When family members die, those who live
must grow stronger through the consolation
and understanding of one another.
There were shining examples of this
Thursday, and I know they will continue for

It isn’t fair
that someone
should die
for going
to class.

some time into the future.
Students who knew each other in no
way besides the terror they shared Thursday
hugged each other, consoled each other
and came together. In late-night vigils on
and around campus Thursday night, people
shared a pain in a way they never imagined
they would. We do this because the presence of one another makes us feel better,
reminds us we still have family and friends
— at NIU and back home and everywhere
in between — to fall back on.
It will be difficult and even unbearable
for many, but we will do it and we will be
stronger as a family for it.
To the families and friends of those who
have lost loved ones, NIU shares this pain as
a family. NIU will never be the same, but we
will NEVER forget those family members
we must now live without.
They will live on forever in our memories and in our hearts.
Puterbaugh is the Editor in Chief
of the Northern Star.

STUDENT COLUMN

‘Not here’ is here: We are all Huskies today
ANDY FRUTH
afruth@siu.edu

Unfortunately to most of the students reading my column today, the news of a school
shooting is nothing new.
When I was in eighth grade, two teenage
boys opened fire in Jonesboro, Ark., killing four
students and their teacher.
The next year, Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold went on a shooting spree at Columbine
High School. They killed 12 people before
turning the guns on themselves.
And last year, we all watched in horror as the
Virginia Tech massacre unraveled in front of us
on the news as Seung-Hui Cho killed 32 people
and wounded many more in what was the deadliest school shooting in U.S. history.

We grew up in a time when it wasn’t uncommon to turn on the news and hear about another
school shooting. So many people have become
desensitized to stuff like that. They think this
won’t happen in Carbondale. This won’t happen in Champaign, Macomb, Bloomington or
Charleston.
This won’t happen in DeKalb.
For me, the NIU shooting hits home in
several different ways. DeKalb is about an hour
away from Freeport, where I’m from, so NIU is
essentially right in my backyard. Both my parents went there. I’ve got friends who graduated
from there and some who are still at school or
in the area. I’ve been to several games at Huskie
Stadium. I’ve stayed in Stevenson towers several times. I’ve wandered down Annie Glidden
Road late at night. Basically, I’ve been to NIU
so much that it was one of the reasons I came to
SIU in the first place — to escape the familiarity
of a place I’ve been to all the time.
I guess my familiarity with NIU is why this

school shooting hits home for me. You can see
stuff like this on TV and understand what’s
going on, but it’s always easy to disconnect
yourself from the situation and say, “Oh well,
that stuff ’s out in Colorado,” or, “Oh that’s out
in Virginia. Not here.”
Last Thursday put “not here” right here for
many people.
Here at SIU, we draw many students from
the Chicago area, so for the many Salukis from
the Windy City, I’m sure that the NIU shooting
hits close to home as well. If you’ve got friends
up there, make sure you give them a call, text,
Facebook, whatever. They are going through
something that we could only imagine, and
need all the support they can get to help them
through this.
Think about all the students who were set
to graduate this semester from NIU. Usually
graduation marks the culmination of a four- or
five-year journey from freshman year to actually
receiving a degree. For me, it was a joyous time

in which I looked back on all the great times I
had as an undergrad in Carbondale.
For all the students who are set to walk
this semester as well as all the students who
will continue their education at NIU, they will
always look back at college and despite whatever
great times they had will always have the shooting in the back of their minds.
This is something that they will never forget.
I actually find some comfort in knowing that
Coach Kill will be on the sidelines at Huskie
Stadium next season leading the NIU Huskies
on the football field. I couldn’t think of a better
person to help a school and a community retain
any sense of normality after such a tragic event
like the shooting last Thursday.
Today, tomorrow and every day after that, the
Salukis and Huskies will always walk together.
Fruth is a graduate student in
curriculum and instruction.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Put your back into it;
show some consideration
D E:
I know I am one of many writing about the poor effort the
university made to clear the ice and snow. In this case, everyone
should be voicing his or her concerns.
While walking out of the Engineering A building at 10 a.m
Friday (three days after classes were canceled), I saw a young
man trying to make his way up the disabled ramp.
I offered to help him and I found it almost impossible to get
up the ramp myself, let alone offer any help. I looked, and while
the area in front of the building was haphazardly plowed, salted
and charcoaled, it seemed there was no effort what so ever to
clear the ramp. Not one grain of salt, not one shovel imprint.

The student had to call one of his classmates and ask him or
her to meet him in front so he could turn in his homework for
the class before he left, defeated.
I said my goodbye to him, slipped and fell, and left in a real
temper. I went to the information station in the Student Center
and asked for some numbers of people I could contact to help
clear the snow. Most of the answers I received were, “We’re trying our best to clear as much as possible,” or, “I’ll contact someone and inform them of the situation.”
It is interesting that they claim this, considering during my
walk back I didn’t see one maintenance member plowing, shoveling or salting. This was at 10 a.m. Many students have class at
8 a.m. It wasn’t until after 2 p.m. that I saw the very first mini
plow near Lawson. What were they waiting for?
During one of my last phone calls I spoke with one woman
who didn’t say directly but hinted that it is “difficult” to get a

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

plow onto the ramps. Maybe this was the reason why the front
was plowed and the ramp was left forgotten. When I asked why
they didn’t shovel it by hand, she also hinted that shoveling is
more “difficult” than plowing.
Sorry, but shoveling some ice isn’t difficult — being handicapped is difficult. Being fixed to a wheelchair for all your life is
difficult. Shoveling just requires some extra back muscle. I can
walk on the ice, fall, bump my elbow, bruise my knee; but I get
back up and keep walking.
So this is where I ask: Where is the administration’s back
muscle? Where is that 110 percent? Where is the consideration?
We are a major science and research facility and more is
expected out of our administrators.

Rachel James

junior studying chemistry

QUOTE OF THE DAY

could call it luck, but I think it might just mean that
“ Youthese
systems are common throughout our galaxy.
”

Scott Gaudi
astronomer
on leading a team that discovered a solar system similar to ours. Two planets actually orbit a star.
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Advice for conservatives: Be on time
Leonard Pitts Jr.
MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

And once again, into the
breach.
Or if Shakespeare (misquoted,
yes, I know) is not your cup of
tea, maybe you’ll accept Michael
Corleone: “Just when I thought I
was out ... they pull me back in!”
Either would serve as an
adequate battle cry as I, for
the third time in recent weeks,
embark upon a discussion of the
relationship between blacks and
social conservatives. And for the
third time, I do this at the request
of a reader.
This one’s name is David and
he’s in West Palm Beach, Fla. He’s
read my reasoning on why black
voters tend not to support social
conservatives (social conservatives
have never supported them) and
he has a follow-up question.
“OK,” he writes, “I get it. But
conservatives need to bridge
the gap and wouldn’t it benefit
African-Americans to have
two parties, not one, competing
for their votes? So here’s my
question: assuming there is an

emerging group of conservatives
who sincerely want to embrace
the importance of civil rights and
equal opportunity, what are the
five things conservatives would
need to do to begin to break
down those barriers and build
bridges?”
It’s a deceptively easy question.
After all, it’s no secret what sort
of things would be on black
America’s wish list:
Reform the criminal injustice
system, whose well-documented
biases destroy black lives every
day; support initiatives that help
ensure stable, father-present
families; support jobs training
for the poor; support early
childhood education; crack down
on discriminatory lending; crack
down on discriminatory hiring,
crack down on discriminatory
housing; listen to the concerns of
black voters and offer solutions
instead of rationalization,
justification and condemnation.
I’m over my five, but you
get the idea. Still, the most
important thing isn’t specific
policy prescriptions. It is, rather,
that social conservatives (I use

the term to distinguish them
from the conservatives of low
taxes, small government and
strong national defense) are never
on time. Historically, whenever
people have been oppressed,
whenever people have cried out
for help, social conservatives have
been late. This is true whether
we’re talking American Indians,
Jewish Americans, woman
Americans or African Americans.
They seem blind to the distress
of all Americans except Fetal
Americans.
Consider Richard Stearns
of the Christian relief group
World Vision lobbying President
Bush for money to fight AIDS
in Africa in 2005. Don’t get
me wrong; it was a noble thing.
But even Stearns and his fellow
evangelicals admitted they
had come late to a battle other
Americans had been fighting
for 25 years. They were slow to
respond, he said, because AIDS
initially afflicted only gays and
drug users and conservatives “had
less compassion” for those victims.
Or, consider the apologies
Baptist groups issued in the ‘90s

for their support of slavery and
of the racism of the Jim Crow
era. Another noble gesture, but
noble gestures decades after
the argument has been settled
are of limited value. If social
conservatives are truly the
champions of morality, then where
are they in the moment of moral
crisis? When the rubber meets
the road, when the fat sizzles in
the fire, when standing up for the
humanity of some despised group
would mean something and cost
something, our would-be moral
leaders are never to be found.
They are always late.
I agree with David about the
need for competition for black
votes. And I hope he’s right about
a new generation of conservatives
willing to compete. But I don’t
need five bullet points to tell you
what that generation should do. I
need just one:
Be on time for a change.
Do that and the rest will take
care of itself.
Leonard Pitts Jr., winner of the 2004
Pulitzer Prize for commentary, is a
columnist for the Miami Herald.

PESSIMISTICALLY OPTIMISTIC

If negligence were golden, SIUC would be rich
JORDAN WILSON
jordanwilson04
@yahoo.com

A whole pizza sat on the
table. It reeked of awesomeness
and begged to be devoured. My
roommate ate but two pieces.
Wimpy man.
I rolled up my sleeves, ate the
other six pieces and pounded my
chest.
Manly man.
This scenario flashed back
Tuesday morning. Two inches of
snow covered the ground and ...
classes are canceled?
Wimpy university.
I live a rock’s throw from
Wisconsin, an area hit with
snow more than that guy in the
Goonies was beat with the ugly
stick. A place where you don’t
need a shovel unless there’s at
least 10 inches of snow.
Manly man.
Walking out to my car
Tuesday morning, I fell on my
butt after the third step. This isn’t
snow.
This is two inches of un-

malleable, unbreakable, hockey
rink-esque solidness. No human
should be out here without spiked
boots and a team of Siberian
sled dogs. And I laughed when
I heard school was
called off.
Foolish man.
Smart university.
When Wednesday
rolled around, I
expected much of the
same. Every school in
the area was canceled.
Going outside was
not encouraged;
hurting yourself was
inevitable.
It’s not that the
university’s ground
crews didn’t do their
job Tuesday. Hats
off to them. But you
don’t send an inch
out to do a mile’s job.
The mess that was
campus sidewalks
called for much more manpower
than the campus could provide.
There was no imaginable
reason to be outside Wednesday,
yet the brilliant decision-makers

at SIUC thought doing just that
would be a great idea.
Foolish university.
Aside from promoting
academic success, keeping its
students safe
should be any
university’s
chief concern.
SIUC knowingly
neglected its
most basic
responsibility.
Of the nine or
10 people I talked
to Wednesday,
one had to go to
the emergency
room and another
suffered a halfdollar sized gash
to his hand. I felt
fortunate with
just a rolled ankle
and slash on my
thumb.
I know
journalists aren’t math majors. But
if two of the 10 people I talked to
Wednesday were injured because
they had to attend class, I’m
going to guess there were dozens

Your magnetism
to moronic
mistakes amazes
me. It’s like
administrative
incompetence
is all the rage at
this university.
Messing up
is like the
administrators’
dollar night.

of others who took serious spills.
Nice one, SIUC.
Your magnetism to moronic
mistakes amazes me. It’s like
administrative incompetence is
all the rage at this university.
Messing up is like the
administrators’ dollar night.
The shot-callers on campus
put thousands in danger. They
also slapped in the face anyone
with a physical disability or
students who use wheelchairs.
Instead of pounding your
chest and thinking you know
best, think of others. If hundreds
of students wipe out and dozens
aren’t physically able to navigate
campus sidewalks, the university
has no business operating.
Hopefully a few smart
students file lawsuits for the pain
and suffering they endured.
And next time, before the
person in charge makes the
decision to resume classes, he or
she should walk every square foot
of campus before making such a
negligent decision.
Don’t be foolish.
Wilson is a senior studying journalism.

A message from the Voices desk
As some might already have gathered, technology has not been on our side lately. The Voices e-mail,
voices@siude.com, has officially gone kaput.
We have not received any of the surely numerous letters, submissions and other messages for about a few weeks.
For this we apologize and bring you a NEW e-mail address that will hopefully never let us down again:

voicesdesk@gmail.com
We hope to hear from you soon.
We’ve been lonely.

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

• Phone number required to verify authorship (number
will not be published). STUDENTS must include year and
major. FACULTY must include rank and department.
NON-ACADEMIC STAFF include position and department.
OTHERS include hometown.
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past few days.
“Without a doubt, there should
not have been any school at SIU on
Wednesday,” Smoot said.
Mazuchowski said he was near
the New Student Reception Center
when he lost control while moving
down a hill. A person stopped to help
guide the wheelchair, which kept him
from falling out, he said.
“After three days I would have
expected it to be more cleaned up
than what it was,” Mazuchowski
said.
He said he came to the university
because of its accessibility for people
with disabilities, but he was disappointed with its treatment of the icy
conditions. Many sidewalks throughout the city were also ice-covered, he

REACTION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

the residence halls and in all of the
academic buildings Friday morning.
Sigler said the increased measure
was designed to reassure students
and create awareness of police presence on campus.
He also said the university
recently signed a contract that would
implement
emerVigil for NIU an
gency text
A vigil for victims
messaging
of the NIU shooting
system on
will be held at 5
campus so
p.m. Tuesday on the
students
steps of Shryock
Auditorium,
USG
could receive
President Demetrous
alerts
to
White said. White said
their
phones
students could bring
in the event
pictures,
candles,
of an emerflowers or other
objects in memorial.
gency.
He said students
Larry
could also wear NIU
Dietz,
vice
colors, which are black
chancellor
and red.
for student
affairs, said every available counselor
would be on call throughout this
week.
“The bottom line is we’re a com-

NIU

said, and he had to travel to campus
on the roadways.
“SIU is supposed to be a very
highly ranked university for people
with disabilities,” he said. “They’ve
always went above and beyond
(Americans With Disabilities Act)
requirements, but for this particular
situation, they didn’t.”
Undergraduate
Student
Government President Demetrous
White said he spoke with SIU
President Glenn Poshard last week
about the campus’ policies regarding
snow and ice. White said he heard
many complaints last week from students upset about the campus opening Wednesday.
Allison Petty contributed to this report.
Joe Crawford can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or jcrawford@siude.com.

munity and our community needs to
take care of each other,” Dietz said.
Dietz also spoke about parental
notification procedures, which consist of a phone tree of university personnel. He said administrators had
finished a review of the procedures
about a month and a half ago.
He added that instinctive
responses to violence generally
meant restrictions and closures, but
said he believed those measures did
not always offer the best answer.
“Universities, by their very nature,
are about openness,” Dietz said. “It’s
a delicate balance to make sure that
we follow those definitions of a
community while also underscoring
the safety issue.”
Undergraduate
Student
Government President Demetrous
White said a vigil for the NIU
students would be held at 5 p.m.
Tuesday on the steps of Shryock
Auditorium.
“We want them to know that our
hearts and our prayers are with them
in their time of need,” White said.
Allison Petty can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
allison.petty@siude.com.

will never forget the screams of his
classmates
as Kazmierczak jumped
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
off the stage, and ran up a nearby
Monaghan said the NIU cam- aisle. Even though he had fled the
pus has a different feeling than building, Monaghan said he did
SIUC. There are less international not stop running – the sound of
students, and not as much charac- gunshots in sync with his footsteps
ter, such as a Thompson Woods or – until he was in a building 150
Campus Lake, he said.
yards away.
Monaghan was one of many
The flood of personal questions
SIUC connections in the room was one of the reasons Monaghan
when shots were fired. The class’ said he will be staying with his
instructor,
Joseph
girlfriend in Iowa City,
Iowa,until classes reopen
Peterson, was a 2005
SIUC graduate with
on Feb. 25. But he said
a bachelor’s degree in
got to hand he wants to inform the
geology. Peterson was
public of what hapit to the
one of the injured.
pened at Cole Hall to
SIUC Chancellor
prevent the wrong story
police. They
from spreading.
Fernando Treviño said
were there
Monaghan
said
officials at all SIU
campuses are reviewing
right away, and he wanted to express
appreciation to SIUC
emergency response
were taking
systems to prepare as
friends who called
much as a large unicare of people. and sent text messages
versity can for such an
— Dan Monaghan expressing concern for
NIU student his safety.
occurrence. Reports
from eyewitnesses at
“I love them all for
NIU said police officers were on it,” he said. “I’m 400-some miles
the scene within two minutes of the away, and people were calling me. It
first shot.
was awesome.”
“I got to hand it to the police,”
At a press conference Friday
Monaghan said. “They were there in the Student Center, Rosemary
right away, and were taking care of Simmons, director of counselors
people.”
at SIUC, said the university has
Monaghan said he was not in 13 counselors available for anyone
the room for more than six sec- needing to be heard. All counselors
onds after shots were fired, but the are available by appointment at the
memories of that time have been Student Health Center, she said.
replaying in his head ever since.
Unable to describe the shooter from
Barton Lorimor can be reached at
his memory, Monaghan said he 536-3311 ext. 274 or barton.lorimor@siude.com.
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Gloria Bode says check out what the Pulse Team’s
reaction was when Jane Fonda dropped the
‘C-bomb’ on ‘Today Show’ at www.siuDE.com.
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‘I just wanna dance!’
Devin Vaughn

Wes Lawson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

DAILY EGYPTIAN

‘Jumper’
Rated PG-13
Starring: Hayden Christensen, Rachel
Bilson, Samuel L. Jackson
Directed by Doug Liman
Run time: 88 minutes

’Step Up 2: The Streets’
Rated: PG-13
Starring: Briana Evigan, Robert
Hoffman, Channing Tatum
Directed by John Chu
Run time: 98 min

Teleportation is an endlessly fascinating idea. What would this world
be like if we could all get to where we
needed to go instantaneously?
Unfortunately, “Jumper” doesn’t
concern itself with such questions and
instead uses the idea to make a clumsy,
scattershot action movie that barely
concerns itself with anything resem- people called paladins, who want to
bling rational thought. It’s shocking kill all of the “jumpers” for reasons that
that Doug Liman, director of “The remain unclear. The rest of the movie
Bourne Identity” and “Go,” has made is a chase between David and Roland,
such a lackluster film.
where Millie is used as bait to kill him.
Opening with the characters as
Right off the bat the audience is
children before flashing forward 10 presented with about 15 inconsistenyears, the film follows David (Hayden cies. Whenever the characters “jump,”
Christensen), who
no one around them
discovers at a young
seems to notice that
age that he has the
someone just vanished
1.5 out of 5 stars
into thin air. This
ability to teleport.
seems like something
Logically, instead of
being frightened or amused by his people would see, especially since the
powers, he quickly uses them to run act emits a puff of wind.
away from his abusive father and rob
The movie says that the jumpers
banks. Flash forward and David is liv- must have visited places before they
ing the life of luxury, but still misses his teleport to them — and then abanchildhood sweetheart Millie (Rachel dons the idea since that would make
Bilson).
scenes where Christensen sits on top
Suddenly, when he goes back to of the Great Pyramids impossible. It’s
find her, he meets Roland (Samuel L. never explained why the jumpers and
Jackson) a man who leads a group of paladins are at war, and another jumper

2.5 out of 5 stars

PROVIDED P HOTO

played by Jamie Bell is used largely as
a plot device. Even worse is the cameo
by Diane Lane whose relationship to
David is barely hinted.
The movie runs a slim 88 minutes
and clearly wants to do a lot of setting
up for a sequel, but it barely has enough
material to fill the current movie. It feels
like a reel went missing somewhere in
the assembly of the film.
Furthermore, the acting is absolutely atrocious. Jackson and Bell do a
fine job with what they are given, but
Christensen has all the range of a piece
of plywood, and Bilson serves as a plot
device, or more appropriately, a pair of
breasts on stilts.
In a movie season that largely gives us
the awful leftovers of last year, “Jumper”
is the best bet audiences have if they are
searching for an action movie. It would
just be nice if the movie gave something
back to the viewers in return.

Inside each of us exists a dancer
just waiting to bust loose.
Most of the time, this dancer is
forced to shuffle his feet in our subconscious, but, every once in a while,
he manages to get out –– leading us
onto the dance floor toward future
shame. “Step Up 2: The Streets” is
the type of movie likely to coax this
out of us, or at least make us consider
dance lessons.
“Step Up 2” plays along a formula as common to moviegoers as
the Pythagorean theorem is to high
school math students: The square of
the problems facing a social climbing protagonist is equal to the sum
of the squares of the jealousies of its
old friends and the demands of its
new friends.
In less mathematical terms,
the main character, Andie (Briana
Evigan), is a troubled urban youth
who is given one last chance to correct her ways. She must do so by
attending a snooty private art school.

Unfortunately, Andie soon finds herself torn between her increasingly
envious friends on “The Streets” and
her new friends. Her only way to solve
this problem is through dancing!
Similar plotlines have been used
(with or without dancing) in recent
movies such as “Mean Girls,” “The
Devil Wears Prada” and, most obviously, the original “Step Up.” It’s a
well-worn premise, but most people
who go to see “Step Up 2” aren’t looking for inventive narratives or strong
character development. The dancing
is the draw, and “Step Up 2” delivers
in that respect.
In fact, it’s not a movie so much as
it is a series of dance sequences. Many
of the cast members only have credits
as dancers listed on IMDb prior to
“Step Up 2”. As a result, there are a
few cringe-worthy scenes. Fortunately,
the acting is kept to a minimum, and
the characters find reasons to keep
dancing for most of the film.
“Step Up 2” ends appropriately
enough, with everyone gathered to
hear Andie make a heartfelt speech
about dancing followed by –– you
guessed it –– dancing. It’s a scene one
could have spotted from a mile away,
but it’s only proper for a film whose
message can be best summed up by
the chorus of the 1982 synth pop hit
“The Safety Dance” by Men Without
Hats –– “We can dance if we want
to. We can leave your friends behind.
‘Cause your friends don’t dance and
if they don’t dance. Well they’re no
friends of mine.”
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Fantasy-fueled family fun
Julie Engler
DAILY EGYPTIAN
‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’
Rated PG
Starring: Freddie Highmore, MaryLouise Parker, Nick Nolte, Martin Short
Directed by Mark Waters
Run time: 97 minutes

For a family movie, “The
Spiderwick Chronicles” has it all.
Scary goblins and beautiful fairies.
Long-lost secrets and missing family
members.
But it is missing one thing: Cheesy,
“Made for kids” movie dialogue.
As the main characters unravel
the secret of another world of fantasy,
they also are caught in the middle

of dealing with a father leaving their start a new life in a new town. When
mother. Such a mature theme is not Jared Grace (Freddie Highmore) disnecessarily made for young children, covers a hidden passageway up to
and the fights with the goblins can be the attic, he begins to unfold a world
a little gruesome — and slimy — at of fantasy after finding a book of
creatures Arthur Spiderwick (David
times.
But there’s no fart jokes or dumb Strathaim) left behind.
The story unfolds at the perfect
moments, and none of those “Oh,
jeez” moments parpace, and nothing is
ents can find themleft out to where the
selves sitting through
audience gets con4 stars out of 5 stars
while their children
fused. As Jared disare giggling hystericovers that the book
cally. Instead, both young and old will could kill the fantasy world completebe on the edge of their seats wonder- ly if it were to fall in the wrong hands,
he goes on a quest to destroy it.
ing what’s going to happen next.
After moving into an abandoned
The rest of his family slowly gets
house left by the Spiderwicks, the involved, including twin brother
Grace family, minus father, tries to Simon, older sister Mallory and final-
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ly mother Helen. Each is reluctant at
first to believe, but end up fighting
goblins by the end.
Just like the latest Harry Potter
movie scared some children, this
movie has the potential do the same.
The kids use knives to stab hoards
of goblins, and in one scene a goblin
disguised as a human is stabbed in
the chest. But for the most part, the
movie wasn’t too scary for younger

A refreshing take on love and loss
Wes Lawson
DAILY EGYPTIAN
‘Definitely, Maybe’
Rated PG-13
Starring: Ryan Reynolds, Abigail
Breslin, Rachel Weisz, Elizabeth Banks,
Isla Fisher
Directed by Adam Brooks
Run time: 105 minutes

Valentine’s Day has just come
and passed, and since then audiences have been given a bevy of
movie selections to see with their
sweethearts. “Definitely, Maybe”
certainly fits the bill for a good
night out together.
“Definitely, Maybe” breaks
no new ground for the romantic
comedy genre, but it is a cute
and enjoyable movie that offers a
refreshing take on love and loss.

Anyone who is a fan of movies acter is April (Isla Fisher), one of
that make you feel good should Will’s co-workers who appears to
definitely check this one out.
just want friendship but longs to
The story opens with Will be loved. Various other women
(Ryan Reynolds) about to final- wander in and out of Will’s life
ize the divorce with his wife. His and until the end, the identity of
daughter, Maya (Abigail Breslin) Maya’s mother remains uncertain.
The movie is essentially nothclearly does not want this to happen, and asks her dad to tell her ing more than Will recounting
the story of how
this story, and the
structure works
he met her mother
in the hopes that
brilliantly. Even
he won’t get the
though the audi3.5 out of 5 stars
divorce. He agrees
ence can pretty
much figure out
but tells a tale of
three women, and she has to guess who the real mom is within the
who her real mother is.
first 20 minutes, it’s nice to see
The film then chronicles most that a romantic comedy can try
of Will’s romantic life, starting something new with its plot and
with his college sweetheart Emily not be a completely predictable
(Elizabeth Banks), then moving affair. It would be interesting to
on to his New York love, Summer see this technique applied to a film
(Rachel Weisz). Another key char- of more substance, since it works

PROVIDED P HOTO

well here but ultimately doesn’t
do much for the plot except add
originality.
The casting is crucial in the film
because if anyone else had been in
these roles, audiences might not
respond as well. Reynolds pretty
much has the “ineffable everyman”
routine down and does well with
what is required of him. Breslin
occasionally tips too far into the
precocious sweetheart model,
but she remains mostly charming throughout. The three women
who Reynolds romances all turn in
wonderful work, and several lesser
roles, including Kevin Kline as a

viewers.
Without being way too long, “The
Spiderwick Chronicles” ends with a
sense of closure instead of disappointment. The characters are easy to fall
in love with — maybe a little too easy.
Everyone will want to take a fairy
home with them.
Julie Engler can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 275 or julie86@siu.edu.

professor, add more enjoyment to
the proceedings.
Perhaps the most refreshing
aspect of the film, written and
directed by Adam Brooks, is that
until the fairly predictable ending,
it does not follow the patterns
most romantic comedies follow.
There is a sense that although
love is a good thing for everyone,
it does not always conquer all.
The film’s relationships all seem
to have a sense that they are going
to end and once the happy ending
rolls around, it’s almost a relief
to see which characters end up
together.
“Definitely, Maybe” is an oldfashioned romantic movie with
a twist or two thrown in. There
are better entertainments in the
theater right now, but for anyone
looking to feel good for a couple of
hours, one could do far worse.
Wes Lawson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 275 or w4027@siu.edu.
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black
by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Today’s Birthday Develop your
skills this year to the point where you
don’t have to use them. Advance from
labor to management the old-fashioned
way. Having a good partner helps.
To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the
most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today
is a 7 — Your comfort level is going up,
through your own efforts. Others might
think you’re lucky, but you know you
work hard for what you get. Enjoy it
without guilt.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today
is a 7 — You don’t chase fame; you’d
rather have the fortune and your privacy. You can step into the leadership
position if necessary, however. If it’s
natural, do that now.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today
is a 7 — Recent developments reveal
lots of unanswered questions. Other
people want to know, and you can
discover the answers. They’ll appreciate
your efforts.

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
ACROSS
1 Noggin toppers
5 Market
9 Blossom part
14 On the briny
15 Latin handle
16 Author Jong
17 Gossip
18 Billy or nanny
19 Covered with
hoarfrost
20 First female Indy
entrant
23 Small amount of
residue
24 Lamprey
25 Drag behind
28 Mineral springs
31 Sticks
33 Period
34 Purple shade
36 N.T. book
37 Golda of Israel
38 LPGA superstar
42 Installed, as
carpet
43 Clear tables
44 Representative
45 Stock-market
abbr.
46 “Citizen Kane”
sled
49 Stadium cheer
50 Chinese
chairman
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Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is a 7 — You should be in pretty good
shape financially. Travel conditions will
be excellent for about four weeks. Does
that give you any ideas? Take the initiative.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is
a 6 — A sense of foreboding is temporary, and most likely inaccurate. You’ll
soon be your enthusiastic, optimistic
self again. Rest up until that happens.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today

is a 7 — Consult the grapevine if you
want all the latest gossip. Find out what’s
going on behind the scenes at work. It
never hurts to be prepared.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today
is an 8 — Share your recent adventures
with friends; you’ll find a warm reception.
Don’t spend too long with the crowd,
however. You’d miss a romantic private
moment.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today
is a 7 — A domestic dispute is about to
lose importance. You and the other person may never see eye to eye. There’s no
need to be upset. Notice what’s so and
amend your plans accordingly.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) —
Today is a 7 — The next phase in your
plan is beginning to take shape. You’ve
already taken the first step to making
it happen. Imagine all the things that
could go wrong, too.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
— Today is a 7 — As you’re allocating
finances over the next few days, set aside
funds for your own education. The next
four weeks will be good for upgrading
your skills.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) —Today
is a 7 — Creativity is required on today’s
assignment. You also have to be careful
how you spend your money. You should
be getting used to all of that by now.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today
is a 7 — It’s time to get back to work,
now that you know what you’re doing.
You and your partner are unstoppable
when you’re headed in the same direction.

(c) 2008, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

51 Powerful ruler:
abbr.
52 Novelist Bagnold
54 Ms. Didrikson
59 Bit of info
62 Vena __
63 __ Stanley
Gardner
64 In the know

65 Certain feds
66 Vague amount
67 Mix
68 Deep-orange
chalcedony
69 Ginger cookie
DOWN
1 Pilgrimage to

9 Dangers
10 Canal of song
11 Director Burton
12 Top pilot
13 Young man
21 Follow closely
22 “Still Me” writer
25 Balance on the
brink
26 “The Egotists”
author Fallaci
27 Friendliness
28 Ski race
29 Mexican party
item
30 Alloy for magnets
32 Worn away
unevenly
35 Assist
37 NYC arena

Mecca
2 Large land mass
3 Sea swallow
4 Fully satisfied
5 Drooped
6 Uncle!
7 Would-be atty.’s
hurdle
8 Soaper

39 Alamogordo
headline word
40 Surmises to be
true
41 Gymnast
Comaneci
46 Enlarged (a hole)
47 Cleaver of TV
48 Let go of
53 Muumuu or sack
54 Set on fire
55 Hannibal’s
“Waterloo”
56 Press
57 Soprano Gluck
58 Spread slowly
59 Bit of butter
60 Cobbler’s tool
61 Menlo Park
initials

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

LAWRC
©2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

YAFOM
EXTORV
www.jumble.com

DYRAMI

Sudoku

Answer: AN

By The Mepham Group
Level: 1

2

3

Fridays
Saturday’s
Yesterday’s
Answers

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to
to Friday’s
Saturday’s
puzzle
Solution
puzzle

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

“

”

(Answers
Monday)
(Answers
tomorrow)
NEWLY
GNOME
RANCH CATTLE
BEFOUL MATRON
GRIMLY
Jumbles: SWAMP
Whenrole
the did
hairdresser
her
fee,initthe
the childraised
actress
play
Answer: What
was — “PERMANENT”
movie?
— A “MINOR” ONE
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Drake holds off SIU
Luis Medina
DAILY EGYPTIAN

A strong second-half run wasn’t
enough to end SIU’s recent road
woes.
The Salukis couldn’t overcome
Drake’s double-digit lead in the first
half as the Bulldogs handed them
their sixth consecutive road loss
Saturday, 72-57.
Drake coach Amy Stevens said
the eighth-largest crowd in Drake
women’s basketball history, which participated in the Women’s Basketball
Coaches Association’s “Think Pink”
campaign to raise awareness in the
fight against breast cancer, was beneficial to the team.
“To have our students play in
that environment was inspirational,”
Stevens said.
SIU (8-15, 4-9) was down 45-21
at halftime, but started the second

SHOCKERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

half on a 13-1 run, and eventually cut
the lead to 10 points. The Salukis outscored the Bulldogs 36-27 in the second half, and didn’t allow the Bulldogs
to score a field goal until the 12:59
mark. Despite shooting 14-for-26 in
the half, the Salukis were never able to
cut the lead to single digits.
Senior Jayme Sweere was one of
three Salukis to score in double figures,
leading all scorers with a game-high
17 points in the loss. Freshman Ellen
Young came off the bench and posted
her first career double-double, scoring
14 points and grabbing a career-high
10 rebounds in 34 minutes.
SIU head coach Dana Eikenberg
said she was pleased with Young’s
effort.
“I thought she played aggressive
defensively, and on the offensive end
getting back to what we expect out of
her,” Eikenberg said.
Eikenberg said SIU played bet-

ter in the second half because of its
aggressiveness on both sides of the
ball. When the Salukis were able to
beat Drake’s defense in the second
half they were aggressive in attacking
the basket, which would result in an
extra pass to an open Saluki for an
outside jump shot.
The frontcourt duo of Jill Martin
and Monique Jones combined to score
28 points for Drake. Martin, who was
one of four Bulldogs who scored in
double figures, scored 16 points and
added nine rebounds. The Bulldogs
also capitalized on the defensive end,
scoring 19 points off 19 Saluki turnovers.
The Salukis return to Carbondale
to begin a three-game home stand
beginning Friday night against
Evansville.
Luis Medina can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or lcm1986@siu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Megan Kramper can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
megkramp@siu.edu.
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“They got up 10 and it was
about over in and then it turned
into the Bryan Mullins show,”
Lowery said.
But it was all SIU as Falker
drew the first points 15 seconds
into the overtime and Green
made all six of
his free throws
in the extra
hey got
period to help
up 10 and
the Salukis seal
the victory.
it was about
Lowery said
Green’s f ree over in and
throws
and then it turned
toughness late
in the game into the Bryan
c o n t r i b u t e d Mullins show.
greatly to the
— Chris Lowery
Salukis’ victory.
head coach
SIU men’s basketball
S e n i o r
guard
Matt
Braeuer led Wichita State (1016, 3-12) with a career high
23 points and senior guard P.J.
Couisnard added 17 points for
the Shockers.
With the win, the Salukis are
now 2-6 in conference road games
this season.
The Salukis will return
home to host Northern Iowa on
Wednesday. Tip off is set for 7:05
p.m.

Junior guard
Erica Smith
shoots the ball
during the Feb.
8 game against
Missouri State.
The Salukis
dropped their
sixth-straight
road game to
Drake Saturday
night.

B RANDON C HAPPLE ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Senior forward Matt Shaw dribbles through Drake defenders
during the Salukis’ 65-62 win Wednesday in the SIU Arena. The Salukis
defeated Wichita State 74-67 Saturday night.
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Tony Boyle all attempted shots.
The recent distribution of
offense the Salukis have shown
over the past two games has flustered opponents. After Drake
lost to the Salukis, Bulldogs’
coach Keno Davis said teams
can’t afford to focus mainly on
Falker anymore.
“Our game plan obviously
was to try to limit their inside
scoring,” Davis said. “You have
to give them credit, they have
improved, especially their guard
core knocking down those shots.
It sure is going to open up their
inside game down the stretch.”
Another key difference
between the two overtime games
for the Salukis this season was
momentum. At Indiana State,
the Salukis were the ones who
let the lead slip, but Saturday
they orchestrated the comeback
to force it into extra minutes.
The seven-minute run that
brought SIU into overtime was
as crucial as the overtime itself.
Mullins’ hit three shots from
beyond the arc to lead the way,
but even the long-range shots
that missed the mark helped in
overtime.
SIU’s offense had enough
variety in shot selection and the
players taking the shots that it
prevented Wichita State (10-16,
3-12) from closing in on Falker
with multiple defenders on a

consistent basis.
Falker scored five points in
overtime and ended with 14
despite being held scoreless in
the first half.
Falker said he tried to take
shots when they came to him
and the rest of the team did a
good job of keeping it spread
out.
“That’s the best thing in the
world when your guard comes
off a screen and there would
be an opening and they take a
shot,” Falker said. “If they are
trying to take away the inside,
then shoot it.”
The involvement of every
Saluki led to Green, Bone and
Boyle finishing with a combined
32 points.
The Salukis will look to
avenge a close loss to Northern
Iowa when the teams meet
Tuesday in Carbondale. Lowery
said he has been happy with the
versatility of the offense the last
two games and wants to build
off it.
“We have to continue to do
these things that we have done
in the last two games,” Lowery
said. “Beat a top-25 team and
then come to a place where
you’re down 10 in the guts of
the game and come and win —
those are the special things that
make good seasons great and
turn abysmal seasons around.”
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or jengel@siu.edu.
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After three days of events, the NBA concluded its All-Star weekend in New Orleans with
the 56th All-Star Game. What was your favorite thing about the NBA’s All-Star Weekend?

LUIS MEDINA
lcm1986
@siu.edu

“Even though Daniel Gibson’s personal 3-point shootout during the RookieSophomore game was impressive, the Slam
Dunk Competition was clearly the highlight
of this weekend. From Gerald Green’s cupcake dunk to Dwight Howard’s Superman
routine, the Slam Dunk competition is officially back.”

“The best thing about All-Star weekend was the fact that my fantasy basketball team secured an undeserved 7-2
victory over a superior team because the SEAN MCGAHAN
schedule of the shortened week worked in
mcgahan
my favor. Otherwise, I opted for the college
@siu.edu
scene and skipped out on the over-hyped
NBA antics.”

JEFF
ENGELHARDT
jengel
@siu.edu

CHAMPIONSHIP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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MVC All-Conference honors.
Sophomore Therese Mattsson also
set an MVC championship meet
record with a time of 1:50.86 in
the 200-yard freestyle.
Even though the Salukis finished in second place, Walker said
they know what needs to be done
to be able to come back strong next
year.
“Everybody wants to win, but

“I am going to have to agree with Luis
and say the Cupcake Dunk was cool. Next
year he should make a sandwich while floating through the air, put it on the back of the
rim, catch the basketball and dunk it. But
Dwight Howard’s dunks were insane, so I say
he is the All-Star weekend MVP.”
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Randal Falker

“

Randal Falker — I’ve never
referred to myself in the
third person before — But I’m
playing like it’s the end and
people want to be physical
with me so I just go at it and I
have to keep playing and keep
fighting. That’s all I have to do.
Randal Falker on his performance against
Wichita State and what he has to do to
keep SIU on the winning track.

Do you have questions for the Saluki
Insider that you want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

verybody wants to win, but if you win and don’t
know what to do with it you can’t come back and
win again.

if you win and don’t know what
to do with it you can’t come
back and win again,” Walker said.
“Now we’ve lost and we know
what it is we wanted, and maybe

— Rick Walker
SIU swimming and diving team
head coach

now we can start winning and
doing it the right way.”
Luis Medina can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or lcm1986@siu.edu.
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INSIDER, page 19: What was the best thing
about the All-Star weekend?
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Overtime victory brings road relief
SIU jumps to No. 3
in MVC rankings
Megan Kramper
DAILY EGYPTIAN

It was a situation the SIU men’s basketball got themselves into numerous
times this season.
But this time, the Salukis finally came
out with a victory.
Down by 10 points with just less than
eight minutes to play, the Salukis clawed
their way back to win in overtime against
the Wichita State Shockers Saturday, 7467. The win secured the team sole possession of third place in the Missouri
Valley Conference as the conference season winds down.
Four Salukis scored in double figures
as junior guard Bryan Mullins led the way
with 16 points and five rebounds.
Senior forward Randal Falker recorded
his fourth double-double on the season
with 14 points and 13 rebounds while
senior guard Tyrone Green and sophomore guard Josh Bone chipped in 12
points each for the Salukis (14-12, 9-6
MVC).
SIU used a strong second half performance by Falker — who was held scoreless in the first half — to win its first
overtime game this season.
In a post game radio interview, Falker
said he knew he didn’t have any points in
the first half so he tried to hit the boards
as much as possible.
“It was definitely an uphill battle,”
Falker said. “I said I’m just going to
rebound and not worry about it and just
keep chasing them.”
The Salukis used a 9-3 run late in the
second half to get within four points with
three minutes left to play.
A 3-pointer by Mullins and two key
free throws by Falker led the Salukis into a
60-60 standstill at the end of regulation.
Lowery credited Mullins with helping
the team bounce back from the 10-point
deficit.
See SHOCKERS, Page 18

B RANDON C HAPPLE ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Senior guard Tyrone Green guards Drake’s Josh Young during the Salukis’ 65-62 victory Wednesday night at the SIU Arena. Green
scored 12 points en route to a 74-67 win over Wichita State Saturday night.

Diversified offense helps
SIU close out game
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The stage was set for another heartbreaking road loss.
The Salukis found themselves staring at
a 10-point deficit with seven minutes left
and senior forward Randal Falker cut off by
Wichita State defenders.

But Falker wouldn’t have it as he capped
off a run with a pair of free throws to extend
the game for SIU.
SIU (14-12, 9-6 MVC) went on a sevenminute run to force the game into overtime
where it won 74-67. Much like their most
recent victory against Drake, it was the Salukis’
faith to let the open man shoot — senior or
not — that led to victory.
Coach Chris Lowery said it’s a positive
sign to see consecutive wins, especially with
one coming on the road.
“We’ve come on the short end of a lot of

these games and we know that,” Lowery said.
“And today our whole thing was do what we
ask, just keep doing what we ask you to do and
we will be fine.”
The only other overtime game the Salukis
played came at Indiana State where they lost
64-62. During the two periods of overtime,
only Falker, Matt Shaw and Bryan Mullins
attempted shots.
In Saturday’s overtime victory, Falker,
Mullins, Tyrone Green, Joshua Bone and
See VICTORY, Page 18

SWIMMING & DIVING

Salukis’ bid to repeat championship falls short
Missouri State
prevails in MVC
championships
Luis C. Medina
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The final efforts of the SIU
women’s swimming and diving
team weren’t enough to capture
its second consecutive Missouri
Valley Conference championship.
Missouri State University
scored 942 points to win the
State Farm/MVC Swimming
and Diving Championships. The
conference title is the Bears’ fifth
in six years. The Salukis scored
774.5 points and finished in second place, while Illinois State,
Northern Iowa and Evansville
placed third, fourth and fifth,

respectively.
The Salukis will lose only two
seniors next season, but coach
Rick Walker said it would be difficult to replace them.
“You have to find two more to
fill their spots,” Walker said. “But
when you care about those kids
you can’t replace them.”
SIU scored 222.5 points to
take the lead on the first day, but
Missouri State came back to take
the lead on day two and never
relinquished it.
One of the departing seniors,
Julie Ju, set multiple records in
one race. Her time of 1:02.34 in
the 100-yard breaststroke broke
the MVC record, MVC championship meet record and SIU
pool record — all of which she
set at the MVC championships
in 2007.
Ju, who earned her third-consecutive MVC Swimmer of the
Year award, said it was great to

Julie Ju
- Won third
consecutive
Swimmer of
the Year award
- Won 200-yard
breaststroke
- Won 500-yard
freestyle
- Was part
of winning 200-yard and 400-yard
freestyle relay teams
- Broke three records with victory in
100-yard breaststroke (1:02.34)

be a Saluki and amazing to break
records in her final meet.
“I’m so proud to be a member
of SIU,” Ju said. “I hope they can
win next year, and I can be there
to cheer them on.”
Ju was also a part of the 400yard freestyle relay team with
Kelly Dvorak, Lisa Jaquez and
Isabel Madeira, which set a pool
record, MVC record and MVC
Championship record with a

E MILY S UNBLADE ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Julie Ju, a senior from China, hugs teammate Marcela Teixeira, a
freshman, after breaking the Missouri Valley Conference record in
the 100-yard breaststroke with a time of 1:02.34 on Friday. The Salukis
came in second to Missouri State in the Missouri Valley Conference
Swimming and Diving Championships with a score of 774.5 points.
time of 3:48.77.
Freshman Emily Gable won the
MVC women’s Diver of the Year

award, and nine Salukis earned
See CHAMPIONSHIP, Page 19

